Method: Primary Transects
At each of the Primary Transects, assess the main channel separately from side channels (a separate form for each).  Only assess side channels that visually are estimated to have more than 15 % of the stream’s flow. 

Record TransectCode:

Primary Transects Names are A0, B0, C0, D0, E0, F0, G0, H0, I0, J0, K0.
Record ChannelNum:
0=Main Channel, 

1=is the first side channel encountered (for the entire reach).

2=is the second. Numbered side  (for the entire reach).

or channel characteristics along a cross-sectional transect.  
Record Widths

Depending upon width of the channel or accessibility of the far bank, width measurements can be done using any of these instruments: 50-m Tape, Surveyor’s Rod, or Laser Rangefinder. Record widths in tenths of a meter for:
1. WettedWidth 
2. BankfullWidth  

3. BarWidth:  The bar is the dry portion of the channel that is vertically below bankfull stage, and surrounded by water.

Record Bankfull Height

Depending upon water depth and swiftness, bankfull height is measured using a surveyor’s rod (with Hand Level).  Record bankfull height data in whole centimeters.

1. LeftBankfulHeight - vertical distance between water surface and bankfull stage on left bank.

2. RightBankfulHeight- vertical distance between water surface and bankfull stage on right bank.
3. AverageBankfulHeight – average of  left and right.
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Record Bank Instability

For waded streams, evaluate how much of a 10-m length of each bank (centered on the primary transect) is unstable. For rafted rivers, evaluate a 20-m length of each bank.

Limit your observations of bank stability to the portion of the bank at and below the bankfull level.

A bank is unstable if it is has eroding or collapsing banks. It may have the following characteristics: 

· sparse vegetation on a steep surface

· tension cracks 

· sloughing

Record LeftBankInstability (%) and RightBankInstability (%).

FOR WADED STREAMS 10 m plot width

FOR RAFTED STREAMS 20 m plot width
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Record Bank Undercut Distance

[Drop this procedure. It is meant for wetted channel evaluations]

On each bankfull margin, measure the undercut distance of any undercut banks and record it to the nearest 0.1 m. Record LeftUndercut and RightUndercut. 

